St. Gregory’s Catholic Primary School
Music Policy

We give thanks to God, work together and always try our best

St. Gregory’s Vision, Values and Ethos

At St Gregory’s we aim to provide a caring and nurturing environment which allows us to inspire each other to
excellence in the light of Christ. We are very proud of our school, our pupils and their success.

We believe that children thrive on challenge and we have high ambitions for all our children.

Our School provides a learning environment to promote the skills of risk-taking, resilience and reflection. We
develop self-esteem through achievement and the development of our God-given talents.

Within our learning environment, we encourage independence and the development of the skills for life-long
learning. We encourage children to take responsibility for their own learning and to support the learning of
others.

Our children will emerge as thoughtful citizens, respectful of the needs and rights of others and well prepared
for a future in a rapidly changing world.

We seek to promote to the utmost the development of every child’s personal wholeness, integrity, gifts and
creativity in a welcoming and loving school community. We do so in partnership with parents, guardians and all
others who have the welfare of the child at heart.

Our school is an integral part of the Parish of St. Gregory’s. We promote links with the Parish, the local and wider
community and as well as international partnerships.

Introduction

In this policy the Governors and teachers, in partnership with pupils and their parents, set out their intentions
about Music. We set out our rationale for, and approach to Music education in the school.

Rationale

Music is a powerful, unique form of communication that can change the way pupils feel, think and act and
broaden their cultural capital. It brings together intellect and feeling and enables personal expression, reflection
and emotional development. As an integral part of culture, past and present, it helps pupils understand
themselves and relate to others, forging important links between home, school and the wider world. The
teaching of music develops pupils’ ability to listen to and appreciate a wide variety of music and to make
judgements about musical quality. It encourages active involvement in different forms of amateur music
making, both individual and communal, developing a sense of group identity and togetherness. It also increases
self-discipline and creativity, aesthetic sensitivity and fulfilment.

(Taken from The National Curriculum for England — HMSO, QCA)



Curriculum Aims

Our intent is that every pupil is a musician, developing as a performer, singer and composer; with the ability to
listen and to critically analyse music. The National Curriculum is at the heart of the document, developing
incremental improvement lesson by lesson and building on the ambition of the Model Music Curriculum.

Singing is a “Golden Thread” (National Plan for Music Education) ensuring that pupils sing and develop their
technique every lesson. Pupils will develop deep musical knowledge of music through demonstrating the musical
skills they have learnt.

The three pillars of learning; technical, constructive and expressive are all embedded through practical music
making and analysis. By giving explicit singing and listening examples we are making sure that pupils are exposed
to a breadth of musical styles and genres, embedding the work of the great composers as key artists in that
particular style.

High quality music teaching is our goal, making sure that there is progression between all Key stages, ensuring
standard use of vocabulary and being explicit in the musical knowledge and skills pupils will learn by the end of
KS2, ensuring continued high-quality music teaching at Key stage 3 through deeply embedded skills. Repetition
and incremental improvement are key to effective music learning, making sure that deep knowledge is
embedded and that pupils don’t purely experience music.

Content of the Music Curriculum

Threshold Concepts

In music, there are seven key interrelated threshold concepts, which when combined, ensure that our students
can access a deep understanding of the subject. The threshold concepts relate to core aspects of disciplinary
knowledge and substantive knowledge. As students progress through the curriculum narratives, so should their
understanding of the threshold concepts:

1) Pitch
The pulse of music is the underlying and steady beat in a phrase or piece of music. This involves exploring:

o Exploring how to feel the pulse of a piece of music using body percussion to demonstrate this.
o Identifying and working with different tempos and recognising changes to tempo.
e Understanding time signatures and how to respond to these in a piece of music.

2) Rhythm
Rhythm involves the changing pattern of beats that make up a piece of music. This involves exploring:

e FExploring rhythmic notation and the equivalent rests involved.
e [nvestigating syncopation, how this is notated and the effect this has on a piece of music.
e Understanding the concept of a bars and how notation fits within this.

3) Melody
The melody of a piece of music is the tune. When studying this, pupils will:

e Explore pitched notation developing as each year progressing initially working with 2 notes building
up to exploring an octave range in Year Six.

4) Active listening and Appraising



Active Listening and Appraising involves listening to music and responding by doing something.
When exploring this, pupils will:

Explore the features of music and musical changes in the piece.

Identify and compare music from different traditions with two or more parts.
Understanding why syncopation is used and the effect it has.

Identifying instrumentation, tempos, styles of music and mood and emotion.

5) Performing
Performing involves the act of playing or singing music to others. Pupils will:

Learn how to perform using untuned percussion, body percussion, the voice and tuned instruments.
Read notation and perform from this.

Learn how to play the cornet.

Compose using instruments

Play with accuracy and expression both in a solo or ensemble setting.

6) Singing
Singing is the act of performing songs or tunes by making musical sounds with the voice. When exploring this,

pupils will:

o Sing in unison whilst exploring folk songs.

o [nvestigate the concepts of singing in rounds and being accompanied with an ostinato.
e Sing in two parts with counter melodies in a given range.

o Sing in tune and with expression, following the direction of the conductor.

7) Composition
Composing involves the process of coming up with your own musical ideas that may or may not be recorded.

Pupils will learn to:

Use rhythm grids to compose using both representations and standard notation.

Imitate and compose music using instrumentation or with either the voice or tuned percussion.
Understand rhythm patterns and how they can be re-created.

Compose melodies and use complex rhythms to make music exciting.

In EYFS, students will begin to develop their understanding of the musical world. They will learn how to sing a
range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs and will explore how to perform songs and rhymes trying to
move in time with music. Pupils will be encouraged to make music using a range of tuned/untuned musical
instruments looking at instrument names, the sounds they create and where we might find these instruments
(different musical groups). They will begin to explore the seven threshold concepts beginning to understand
what we mean by the terms pulse, rhythm, melody, active listening and appraising, performing, singing and

composing.

As they move into Key Stage 1, students gain a greater understanding of music, studying each of the seven
threshold concepts in greater detail. They begin to explore pulse and rhythm further, learning how to maintain
a steady pulse using their bodies and identifying tempos using the correct terminology. They will be introduced
to basic rhythmic notation in the form of crotchets, quavers and minims and two different time signatures (3/4
and 4/4). They will explore the concept of musical bars and how notation fits within these. They will be
introduced to two pitched melodic notes and will use untuned/body percussion and the voice to compose. When
performing, students will play or sing basic rhythms on untuned and body percussion and the voice before
performing at least 2 bar phrases by the end of Year Two. Pupils will identify feature of a range of high quality



live and recorded music, replicating basic rhythms heard and identifying where elements change as
well as singing simple folk tunes in unisons with and without accompaniment before exploring how to sing in
rounds accurately.

In Lower Key Stage 2, students gain a greater understanding of all threshold concepts beginning to explore the
concept of syncopation and the effect that this has on a piece of music. Pupils will continue to work on keeping
a steady pulse but this will now be done within a group and solo performance. They will work with a new time
signature (2/4) and will play at three different tempos. They will begin to use instrumentation to keep a pulse
whilst working with an ongoing ostinato. In rhythm, pupils will learn about the semi-breve and will be introduced
to rests. They will then move on to learn about dotted rhythms, exploring how these are used to create
syncopation. Pupils will learn more melodic notes in Year 3 and 4. They will initially work with three pitched
notes before moving onto exploring 5 notes and the concept of chords. When listening and appraising, pupils
will explore different traditions further, singing and playing back heard melodies before comparing pieces of
music from different traditions which include two or more different parts. Pupils will also learn how to perform
using tuned percussion, melodic instruments and the voice performing within their range of known notes.
Singing will continue to progress with pupils singing either in a solo or ensemble setting being accompanied by
ostinatos from another group before exploring the concept of two-part contrasting melodies and
countermelodies with a range of 5 notes. Finally, pupils will also develop composition skills creating tunes using
known notes and beginning to add in more developed rhythmic patterns within a four-bar melody.

In Upper Key Stage 2, students’ knowledge of music continues to progress with more emphasis being placed on
accuracy and expression. Pupils will maintain a pulse independently on a tuned instrument by the end of this
phase, working with different tempos and time signatures and in a solo or ensemble situation. Students will also
perform using syncopation and all known rhythmic notation accurately including understanding how to read this
and respond to rests. In melody, pupils will expand their knowledge of pitches from 5 notes to an octave,
performing fluently and using repetition and mainly stepwise movements. When listening and appraising, pupils
will identify and perform syncopated rhythms and will develop an understanding of mood and emotion.
Performance in Upper Key Stage 2 is focused on accuracy and expression whilst in solo and ensemble situations.
Pupils will perform regularly within their 5-8 note range on the cornet and will respond well to the direction of
a conductor. Finally, when composing, pupils will explore how to create music using different tempos, time
signatures and syncopation. They will initially work with up to 4 bars before created extended pieces of music.
They will include their knowledge of notation here and will perform compositions accurately. This curriculum
prepares them with the high- quality skills and knowledge needed for Key Stage 3 and beyond.

Inclusion and Adaptive Learning

The school’s programme of study for Music is designed to ensure that all children have full and equal access, in
accordance with the Equalities Act of 2010. We strive to do the best for our pupils, irrespective of disability,
educational needs, race, nationality, ethnic or national origin, gender identity, religion, sexual orientation or
whether they are looked after children. The school believes that all pupils should have access to an education
that is relevant to their particular needs and stage of development.

All children have the opportunity to participate fully in classroom music lessons and performance opportunities.
Positive role models can be promoted to avoid stereotypes, e.g. female percussionists, male violinists, female
composers etc.



The governing body have wider responsibilities under the Equalities Act 2010 and will ensure that our

school strives to do the best for all of the pupils, irrespective of disability, educational needs, race, nationality,
ethnic or national origin, pregnancy, maternity, sex, gender identity, religion or sexual orientation or whether
they are looked-after children.

Performances Opportunities
Performance opportunities are provided for all children:

Christmas Musical Productions

Carol Services/Singing

KS1 and EYFS Nativity

Summer Musical Production

Choir (optional activity)

Brass Group

Easter Passion

Music Festivals at the Customs House for KS1 and KS2

Various other musical events take place throughout the year. These have included the T BCCET Musical and the
opportunity to sing carols at Care Homes and during Mass.

Assessment of Music

Music is assessed informally through a pupil’s contribution to group composition work, participation in lessons
and through a range of practical and written or graphically notated activities. Whilst it is not statutory to keep
records of individual children for reporting purposes, these will support or substantiate the teacher’s
judgements. Early Years children are assessed against the expectations set out in the EYFS curriculum guidance,
with children aiming to meet the Early Learning Goal statements by the end of their Reception year. These are
the basis for reporting to parents about musical progress. Assessment for music is reported on the pupil’s mid
and end of year reports. A grade is given that reflects the child’s progress with listening and appraising as well
as their performing and compositional skills development.

Parents and Carers

Parents and carers are an important part of our school family. We provide opportunities wherever possible for
parents and carers to attend their children’s performances and celebrate with them.

Responsibility for Teaching the Programme
Responsibility for the delivery of the Music Curriculum lies with class teachers and is supplemented by
peripatetic staff.

Headteacher

The Headteacher takes overall delegated responsibility for the implementation of this policy and for liaison with
the Governing Body, parents, the Diocesan Schools’ Service and the Local Education Authority, also appropriate
agencies.



Music Subject Lead

Music is managed and coordinated by the Subject Leader whose duties are:

e To liaise with the Early Years Leader in order to understand and monitor how the EYFS Curriculum leads
into the Primary Curriculum expectation for Music;

e To monitor the coverage and progression of the Primary Curriculum programme of study for Music;

e Tomonitor and evaluate the effectiveness of the programme, in accordance with the school Curriculum
Development Plan;

e To develop and maintain a resource base;

e Toreceive, disseminate and update information;

e To organise Music lessons, events and training as appropriate.

Monitoring and Evaluation

The Music Co-ordinator will monitor the provision of the various dimensions of the programme by examining
plans, schemes of work and e-recording at regular intervals. The programme will be evaluated by means of
questionnaires / response sheets given to pupils, or by discussion with pupils, staff and parents. The results of
the evaluation will be reported to these groups of interested parties and their suggestions sought for
improvements. Governors will consider all such evaluations and suggestions before amending the policy.
Governors remain ultimately responsible for the policy.

This policy will be reviewed every year by the Headteacher, Music Subject Lead, the Governing Body and Staff.
The next review date is May 2026



