
                         This week in Reception… 

 

A lot of our work has been based on ‘Jack and the 

beanstalk’ this week. We read the traditional version 

and we also read two more modern versions of the 

story, “Trust me, Jack’s beanstalk stinks!” by Eric Braun 

and “Jack and the baked beanstalk” by Colin Stimpson. 

We added some magic beans to our small world area 

and the children have made up some fantastic stories 

about wonderful lands (and very ferocious giants!) at 

the top of their beanstalks! You are very welcome to 

borrow any of the books we mention, just ask one of 

the Reception team. 

 

 

 

 

 

All of the children have their own broad bean seed in a 

jar which they are in charge of, making sure they are 

kept watered. We’re going to observe them over the 

next few weeks to see if we can grow our very own 

beanstalks. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

In maths we’ve started the ‘White Rose’ spring term 

‘Growing 6,7,8’ topic. We have been exploring the 

composition of 6, 7 and 8 and we’ve also introduced 

the concept of ‘pairs’. We have sorted groups of 6, 7 

and 8 objects into pairs and we’ve begun talking about 

odd and even numbers. We had great fun in the 

outdoor area role playing the story of ‘Noah’s ark’, 

pairing up the animals and singing “The animals went 

in two by two”. 
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Phonics work has been one of our main priorities as 

always. We’ve introduced the sounds ‘x’ and ‘y’. The 

words on the phonics sheets which we send home are 

good ones to practise blending with your child. Don’t 

worry if your child can’t blend all of the words yet. The 

ones in the bottom row of the sheet are usually very 

challenging and lots of the children need support to 

read these. 

 

We completed our RE topic ‘Celebrating’ this week. We 

read the story about Mary and Joseph presenting baby 

Jesus at the temple and meeting Anna and Simeon 

there. The children enjoyed making candles and 

discussed what Simeon meant when he said that Jesus 

was the light of the world. We finished our topic with a 

lovely celebratory liturgy and a reflection session 

where all of the children were encouraged to share 

what they had learned about celebrations and to ask 

any questions they had about celebrations. 

 

 

 

 



It’s been another happy, busy week in the Reception 

class. Don’t forget, the Reception team are always on 

hand if you have any questions or concerns. Have a 

lovely weekend everyone! 

 


