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We give thanks to God, work together and always try our best. 

 

RECEPTION CLASS 

CURRICULUM OVERVIEW 

                                SUMMER 22 



Area of 
learning: 

Development matters statements: 
 
Children in Reception will be learning to… 

Summer 1: 
 
Topics: Pirates, mermaids and the ocean 
 

Summer 2: 
 
Topics: 

Prime area: 
Communication 
and language. 
 
This area of 
learning is of 
interest to all 
subject leaders. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Understand how to listen carefully 
and why listening is important 

 

 Learn new vocabulary. 
 

 Use new vocabulary through the day 
 

 Ask questions to find out more and 
to check they understand what has 
been said to them. 

 

 Articulate their ideas and thoughts in 
well-formed sentences. 

 

 Connect one idea or action to 
another using a range of 
connectives. 

 

 Describe events in some detail 
 

 Use talk to help work out problems 
and organise thinking and activities, 
and to explain how things work and 
why they might happen 

 

 Develop social phrases 
 

 Engage in story times 
 

Some suggested activities: 

 Create a series of verbal, written and 
pictorial clues to hide around the outside 
area which lead to a treasure chest. Place 
the children into pairs and support them to 
follow the instructions to find the treasure. 
Can the chn. Create their own clues for a 
partner? 

 

  Play a pirate-themed ‘What if…?’ game 
with the children. Support the children to 
discuss their answers to the ‘What if’ 
questions, such as ‘What if pirates came to 
our school?’ 

 

  Look closely at the ships that a pirate crew 
would travel on. Learn the names of 
different parts of the boat (deck, canon, 
porthole etc) and talk about what life 
would have been like for the pirates on 
board. Would they like to have been a 
pirate? What would they have enjoyed? 

 
 

 Use Google maps and a globe/ atlases to 
look at different seas/ oceans around the 
world. What is the difference between a 
sea and an ocean? Learn names of the 
oceans. 

 
 
Key texts for Summer 2: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Listen to and talk about stories to 
build familiarity and understanding 

 

 Retell the story, once they have 
developed a deep familiarity with 
the text, some as exact repetition 
and some in their own words. 

 

 Use new vocabulary in different 
contexts. 

 

 Listen carefully to rhymes and songs, 
paying attention to how they sound 

 

 Learn rhymes, poems and songs. 
 

 Engage in non-fiction books 
 

 Listen to and talk about selected 
non-fiction to develop a deep 
familiarity with new knowledge 
and vocabulary 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Read and re-read a selection of pirate/ 
mermaid/ ocean stories. Encourage chn to 
retell and re-enact these stories through 
role play and small world play. 
 

 Learn a selection of new pirate-themed 
songs and sea shanties inc. ‘I jumped on 
board a pirate ship’ and the  pirate songs 
and poems at Early Learning Resources 
Pirate Activities / Planning 
(earlylearninghq.org.uk) 
 

 Plan a pirate/ mermaid themed role play 
area with the children. What resources do 
they want? How can we make these 
things?  
 

 Adapt small world shelves to our new 
topic. Work with chn to gather resources 
(pirate/ mermaid figures, shells, boats etc.) 
Model how these resources can be used to 
tell a story or retell a familiar story. 
 

Key texts for Summer 1: 

 “See inside pirate ships” Usborne (non fic) 

 “Commotion in the ocean” Giles Andreae 

 “The rainbow fish” Marcus Pfister 

 “The singing mermaid” Julia Donaldson 

 “Sharing a shell” Julia Donaldson 

 “Pirates love underpants” Claire 
Freedman 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.earlylearninghq.org.uk/lesson-plans-activity-ideas/pirate-activities/
https://www.earlylearninghq.org.uk/lesson-plans-activity-ideas/pirate-activities/
https://www.earlylearninghq.org.uk/lesson-plans-activity-ideas/pirate-activities/


 
 

Prime area: 
Personal, social 
and emotional 
development. 
 
This area of 
learning is of 
interest to PHSE 
and Science 
subject leaders 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 See themselves as a valuable 
individual.  

 Build constructive and respectful 
relationships.  

 Express their feelings and consider 
the feelings of others.  

 Show resilience and perseverance in 
the face of challenge.  

 Identify and moderate their own 
feelings socially and emotionally.  

 Think about the perspectives of 
others.  

 Manage their own needs- Personal 
hygiene  

 Know and talk about the different 
factors that support their overall 
health and wellbeing such as regular 
physical activity, healthy eating, 
tooth brushing, sensible amounts of 
‘screen time’, having a good sleep 

routine, being a safe pedestrian. 

 

 

 

 ‘Life to the full’ EYFS, Module 2, Unit 3: 
Safe inside and out; My body my rules; 
Feeling poorly; People who help us 

 Pirates did not eat very healthily because 
they could not keep food fresh. They often 
got ill and had problems linked to bad 
nutrition. How do we eat to keep healthy?  

 Look at images of pirates. What do we 
notice about their teeth? Use this as a 
good opportunity to talk about good oral 
hygiene and the importance of brushing 
their teeth. Visit from school nurse 
regarding dental and hand hygiene. 

 Enjoy treasure hunts with friends, 
teamwork, sharing and working together! 

 Create a good deed treasure chest and 
provide some pirate/ mermaid coins. 
Whenever you see the children carrying 
out a good deed, the class gets a coin in 
the chest. Encourage the children to talk 
about their friends’ good deeds 
throughout the day and allow them to 
place coins in the chest. How many coins 
can we get by the end of the week? 

  Ask the children to think about some of 
the actions that pirates were known for - 
fighting and stealing. Encourage children to 
think about what is wrong with these two 
actions and explore why we have rules.  

 Set up pirate/ mermaid challenges in continuous 
provision in order to encourage chn to work in 
different areas of the classroom. Reward chn for 
completing these challenges. 



Prime area: 
Physical 
development 
 
This area of 
learning is of 
interest to PE, 
Literacy and 
Science subject 
leaders 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Revise and refine the fundamental 
movement skills they have already 
acquired such as rolling, crawling, 
walking, jumping, running, hopping, 
skipping and climbing. 

 

 Progress towards a more fluent style 
of moving, with developing control 
and grace.  

 Develop the overall body strength, 
co-ordination, balance and agility 
needed to engage successfully with 
future physical education sessions 
and other physical disciplines 
including dance, gymnastics, sport 
and swimming.  

 Develop their small motor skills so 
that they can use a range of tools 
competently, safely and confidently. 
Suggested tools: pencils for drawing 
and writing, paintbrushes, scissors, 
knives, forks and spoons.  

 Use their core muscle strength to 
achieve a good posture when sitting 
at a table or sitting on the floor.  

 Combine different movements with 
ease and fluency.  

 Weekly PE lesson with Mr Morris (see PE 
scheme of work.) 
 

 Play pirate/ mermaid games which involve 
climbing, rolling, crawling etc on trim trail 
and outdoor area. 
 
 

 Use large construction and boxes to 
construct pirate ships/ treasure islands etc. 
 

 ‘Walk the plank’…can chn walk along a 
plank/ beam and jump off? 
 
 

 Pirate/ mermaid dances to sea shanties. 
 

 Play pirate/ mermaid musical statues. Hold 
a statue pose balancing on different body 
parts. 
 
 

 Practise dressing/ undressing with pirate/ 
mermaid costumes in role play area. 
 

 Fine motor ‘funky fingers’ challenges such 
as sort the pirate treasure with the 
tweezers, weaving tissue to make an ocean 
scene, threading beads/ pasta to make 
treasure etc. 
 
 

 Daily trim trail sessions 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Confidently and safely use a range of 
large and small apparatus indoors 
and outside, alone and in a group.  

 Develop overall body-strength, 
balance, co-ordination and agility.  

 Further develop and refine a range 
of ball skills including: throwing, 
catching, kicking, passing, batting, 
and aiming.  

 Develop confidence, competence, 
precision and accuracy when 
engaging in activities that involve a 
ball.  

 

 Develop the foundations of a 
handwriting style which is fast, 
accurate and efficient.  

 Further develop the skills they need 
to manage the school day 
successfully such as lining up and 
queuing at mealtimes  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Y5 ‘Huff and puff’ monitors to help and 
support children with using games 
equipment during playtimes. 
 
 

 Daily handwriting practice (linked with 
phonics.) Writing challenges related to 
pirates/ mermaids topic. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Specific area: 
Literacy 
 
This area of 
learning is of 
interest to 
English subject 
leader 

 
 Read individual letters by saying the 

sounds for them.  

 Blend sounds into words, so that 
they can read short words made up 
of known letter– sound 
correspondences.  

 Read some letter groups that each 
represent one sound and say sounds 
for them.  

 Read a few common exception 
words matched to the school’s 
phonic programme.  

 Read simple phrases and sentences 
made up of words with known 
letter–sound correspondences and, 
where necessary, a few exception 
words.  

 Re-read these books to build up their 
confidence in word reading, their 
fluency and their understanding and 
enjoyment.  

 Form lower-case and capital letters 
correctly.  

 

 Daily phonics lessons following the 
‘Floppy’s phonics’ programme. 

 

 Teach correct letter formation as part of 
‘Floppy’s phonics’ programme. 

 

 Provide wide variety of mark making and 
writing resources in role play and writing 
areas. Weekly ‘challenge’ activities related 
to pirates/ mermaids in writing/ role play 
areas eg. letter in a bottle, wanted poster 
etc for children to complete, with rewards 
for those who do them. 

 

 Further develop outdoor literacy shed to 
encourage writing/ drawing/ mark making 
in the outdoor area. Set a weekly outdoor 
mark making challenge, eg. to draw a pirate 
treasure map or write clues to find the 
treasure. 

 

 Guided  group or 1-1 reading at least once 
each week, more often for children with 
SEN. Only use books containing letters 
and sounds which have been taught. 
 

 Guided writing at least once a week.  
 

 Reading and writing names with correct 
use of capital and lower case letters. 

 



 Spell words by identifying the sounds 
and then writing the sound with 
letter/s.  

 Write short sentences with words 
with known sound-letter 
correspondences using a capital 
letter and full stop.  

 Re-read what they have written to 
check that it makes sense.  

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 Encourage children to take home our focus 
books and other familiar stories from our 
class library to share with their parents. 

 

 Invite parents in for class story time to 
raise awareness of the importance of 
reading and sharing stories. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Area of 
learning: 

Development matters statements: 
 
Children in Reception will be learning to… 

Summer 1: 
 
Topic: Pirates, mermaids and the ocean. 

Summer 2: 
 
Topic:  

Specific area: 
Mathematics 
 
This area of 
learning is of 
interest to the 
Maths subject 
leader 

 Count objects, actions and sounds.  

 Subitise.  

 Link the number symbol (numeral) 
with its cardinal number value.  

 Count beyond ten.  

 Compare numbers. 
 

 Understand the ‘one more than/one 
less than’ relationship between 
consecutive numbers.  

 Explore the composition of numbers 
to 10.  

 Automatically recall number bonds 
for numbers 0–5 and some to 10.  

 Select, rotate and manipulate 
shapes to develop spatial reasoning 
skills.  

 Compose and decompose shapes so 
that children recognise a shape can 
have other shapes within it, just as 
numbers can.  

Daily maths lessons. See White Rose scheme  for 
more detail on progression across the term. 
 
Weeks 1, 2, 3:  
‘To 20 and beyond!’ 
Focus on building numbers beyond 10; counting 
patterns beyond 10;  Spatial reasoning -matching, 
rotating and manipulating shapes. 
 
Weeks 4,5,6: 
‘First then now’ 
Focus on adding more; taking away; spatial 
reasoning-compose and decompose. 
 
Weeks 7,8,9: 
‘Find my pattern’ 
Focus on doubling; sharing and grouping; even and 
odd; Spatial reasoning-visualise and build. 
 
Weeks 10,11,12: 
‘On the move’ 
Focus on deepening understanding of patterns and 
relationships; Spatial reasoning-mapping. 
 
 
 
Spatial reasoning- build a ship that you and your 
friends can fit inside. How can we make it bigger? 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 Continue, copy and create repeating 
patterns.  

 Compare length, weight and 
capacity.  

 
 

Take all opportunities for counting: how many eye 
patches will we need for the pirates in the ship? 
Get enough golden coins for the children in your 
group etc. 
 
Subitise sets, eg how many coins are in the 
treasure chest? You didn’t even need to count, 
there are 3! 
 
Use 2d shapes, pattern blocks and loose parts to 
make pirate/ mermaid/ ocean pictures. 
 
Add balances and measuring cylinders/ jugs in mud 
kitchen to help make a mermaid feast! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Area of 
learning: 

Development matters statements: 
 
Children in Reception will be learning to… 

Summer 1: 
 
Topic: Pirates/ mermaids/ the ocean 

Summer 2: 

Specific area: 
Understanding 
the world 
 
This area of 
learning is of 
interest to 
History, 
Geography, 
Science, MFL 
subject leaders. 

 Talk about members of their 
immediate family and community.  

 Name and describe people who are 
familiar to them. 

 

 Comment on images of familiar 
situations in the past.  

 Compare and contrast characters 
from stories, including figures from 
the past.  

 Draw information from a simple map.  

 Understand that some places are 
special to members of their 
community.  

 Recognise that people have different 
beliefs and celebrate special times in 
different ways.  

  Investigate floating and sinking. Build a 
ship to keep the pirate figure afloat. 
Provide a range of materials including 
cork, lolly sticks, plastic pots etc to 
explore. 

 Ocean pollution and importance of 
keeping the oceans clean. 

 Draw and interpret treasure maps. 

 Look at seas/ oceans in atlases, on a 
globe and on Google maps. 

 Investigate magnetism. Which bits of 
the pirate treasure are magnetic? 
Which aren’t? 

 Compare and contrast pirate and 
mermaid characters from a range of 
stories. Look at some descriptions of 
pirates from older stories such as those 
in ‘Treasure island’ and ‘Peter Pan’. 

 Look at images of shipwrecks. 

 Investigate how sand behaves when it is 
wet compared to when it is dry. 

 



 Recognise some similarities and 
differences between life in this 
country and life in other countries.  

 Explore the natural world around 
them. 

 

 Describe what they see, hear and feel 
whilst outside.  

 Recognise some environments that 
are different from the one in which 
they live.  

 Understand the effect of changing 
seasons on the natural world around 
them.  

 

 Learn about real life pirates from the 
past such as William Kidd and Anne 
Bonney. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Area of learning: Development matters statements:  
 
Children in Reception will be learning to… 

Summer 1:  
 
Topic: Pirates, mermaids and the ocean. 

Summer 2: 

Specific area: 
Expressive arts 
and design 
 
This area of 
learning is of 
interest to Music, 
Art, DT, PE 
subject leaders. 

 Explore, use and refine a variety of 
artistic effects to express their ideas 
and feelings.  

 Return to and build on their previous 
learning, refining ideas and 
developing their ability to represent 
them.  

 Create collaboratively, sharing ideas, 
resources and skills.  
 

 Listen attentively, move to and talk 
about music, expressing their 
feelings and responses.  

 Watch and talk about dance and 
performance art, expressing their 
feelings and responses.  

 

 ‘Charanga’ scheme of work to be 
covered, introducing a wide range of 
genres of music and teaching new 
songs. Move to the music which we 
listen to and discuss how it makes us 
feel. Use glockenspiels. 

 

 Hymn practice with Mr Richardson. 
 

 Involve children in developing our role 
play area. Link to our theme, eg. A 
pirate ship or undersea cave. What 
resources would they like in there? 
Provide resources which will 
encourage imaginative play and 
language. 
 

 Make sensory bottles using sand, blue 
water, gems and biodegradable 
glitter. 
 

 



 Sing in a group or on their own, 
increasingly matching the pitch and 
following the melody.  

 Develop storylines in their pretend 
play.  

 Explore and engage in music making 
and dance, performing solo or in 
groups.  

 

 

 Sing pirate songs and sea shanties. 
Make up chants/ songs about pirates 
and mermaids, eg what could the 
pirates chant as they work on deck? 
What could the mermaids sing as they 
swim? 
 

 Work in pairs/ small groups to make 
up a pirate/ mermaid dance. Use 
percussion instruments to accompany 
our dancing. Perform these dances. 
 

 Encourage chn to act out story lines 
from familiar  pirate/ mermaid stories 
in their role play/ small world play. 
Can they add their own ideas to 
change things up, eg the pirates could 
be the good guys who stop sea 
pollution! 
 

 Make pirate treasure from dough. 
Bake and paint. 
 

 Paint/ collage of scenes/ characters 
from stories. 
 

 Collaborate to produce an 
underwater frieze using a range of 
painting and collage techniques. 
 



 Draw pictures with wax crayon and 
paint over, observe how the wax 
resists the paint. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Subject: Summer 1 Summer 2 

R.E. RE topic: “Good news” 

Prior learning: The ways in which we grow and that Lent is a 
time to grow more like Jesus and look forward to Easter. 

 
Learning outcomes: 
Know and understand: 
•  That everyone has Good News to share – Explore 
•  Pentecost: the celebration of the Good News of Jesus – Reveal 
*Acquire the skills of assimilation, celebration and application of 
the above – Respond 
 (Activities include:  Set up a ‘Good news’ board’, Read the story 
of Pentecost, Make windmills to feel the power of the wind) 
 
RE topic: “Friends” 
Prior learning: that everyone has good news, and that Pentecost 
is the celebration of the Good News of Jesus 
This topic learning outcomes: Know and understand: 
•  We can make friends  – Explore 
•  Jesus had good friends;  what Jesus tells us about friendship  – 
Reveal 
*Acquire the skills of assimilation, celebration and application of 
the above – Respond 
 (Activities include: Share God’s story 2 p 66, Make friendship 
chains, God’s story 2 p72-73, Make friendship cards, Discuss 
what we wonder about friendship.) 

Other faiths week: Islam. 
 
 
 
 
RE topic: “Our World” 
Prior learning: experience of activities that are good to do 
together 
Learning outcomes: 
•  Spring is a time when things begin to grow – Explore 
•  Lent – a time to grow in love to be more like Jesus and 
to look forward to Easter – Reveal 
*Acquire the skills of assimilation, celebration and 
application of the above – Respond 
Some questions of meaning and purpose: 
How do things grow? 
What do things need to grow?  
How do I grow ‘Inside’? 
 
Core vocab: 
Grow, spring, different, Lent, Good Friday, cross, 
Easter Sunday 
 
 
 
 

 


