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Intent

Here at St Gregory’s Primary School we believe to make progress in understanding and speaking a

Modern Foreign Language we must combine and apply knowledge of the language, with increasing

fluency, through different contexts. This must be done through a planned a sequences curriculum

with input and targeted practice built in. Experiences in languages should be fun and provide “sticky”

knowledge.

We follow the National Curriculum for MFL , which aims to ensure that all children:

* listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and responding

* explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link the spelling,

sound and meaning of words

* engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and respond to those of

others; seek clarification and help

* speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures

* develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand when they are reading

aloud or using familiar words and phrases

* present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences

* read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing

* appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language

* broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that are introduced

into familiar written material, including through using a dictionary

* write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to express ideas clearly

* describe people, places, things and actions orally and in writing Languages

* understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied, including (where relevant):

feminine, masculine and neuter forms and the conjugation of high-frequency verbs; key features and

patterns of the language; how to apply these, for instance, to build sentences; and how these differ

from or are similar to English.



Our intention is that:

● The national curriculum for languages aims to ensure that all pupils:

● understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety of authentic sources

● speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of communicating what they

want to say, including through discussion and asking questions, and continually improving the accuracy of

their pronunciation and intonation

● can write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using the variety of grammatical

structures that they have learnt

● discover and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in the language studied.

Implementation

● To help structure and plan our lessons, we use an amended version of the North Tyneside

materials adopted by the Local Authority to ensure progression and sequence our learning.

This is adapted and enhanced through other materials

● Online programs and materials are used to ensure exposure to authentic French speakers.

● The MFL curriculum is planned and delivered in KS2 by our specialist teacher Mme Fleur

Dunlop, a bilingual French / English speaker, and added to by staff as necessary.

● Language is introduced and practised verbally, before moving to reading and writing.

● MFL sessions will be fun and active, they will focus on learning new vocabulary and grammar

through rhymes, songs and actions to help new vocabulary to “stick”.

● Regular and ongoing assessment informs teaching, as well as intervention, to support and

enable the success of each child. Daily assessment is incorporated throughout the lesson

through verbal feedback.

● Continuing Professional; Development (CPD) Staff have had the opportunity to learn from

Mme Dunlop through modelling in her lessons. Mme Dunlop and the co-ordinator attnd all

relevant training and disseminate back to school staff.

● EYFS – At St Gregory’s we understand the importance of early experiences of languages and

children’s curiosity to  learn. Children in Reception will practice greetings and sing French

songs and rhymes as well as taking an interest in new languages from around the world, and

understand that people come from different countries and these countries are different to

our own.

Impact

At St Gregory’s, the expectation is that the majority of pupils will move through the programmes of

study at broadly the same pace. Decisions about when to progress should always be based on the

security of pupils’ understanding and their readiness to progress to the next stage.

● Teachers use formative assessment to evaluate learning throughout the lesson. They will ask

questions to check understanding and scrutinise independent work in order to identify

children who may not be understanding or using the language with some level of confidence.



● Marking of independent written work allows teachers greater understanding of whether or

not vocabulary or grammatical structures have been grasped. But providing immediate

praise and feedback for verbal learning should be used to increase confidence.

● Pupil voice – through discussion and feedback, children talk enthusiastically about their

French lessons and speak about how they enjoy learning about French culture.

● Pupils use new vocabulary alongside acquired vocabulary, and learn the language structures

to enable them to sentence build. They also learn cognates and can add these to their

sentence building.

● Formal end of unit tests, used alongside termly summative assessments, allow teachers to

evaluate how individuals, groups and the class as a whole are progressing compared to the

national expectations.

● Subject monitoring – We regularly monitor the quality and impact of out MFL curriculum

through targeted learning walks, book scrutiny and pupil interviews.

● The combination of all these systems allow us to judge the impact of the MFL curriculum in

our school.


